Memorandum

 To,                                                                                                                            Date: 24/10/2015
Government of India,
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Department of Health & Family Welfare,
Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road, 
New Delhi-110011
Subject: The comments/Feedback on “The Allied and Healthcare Professional’s Central Council Bill, 2015” that not to include Physiotherapy under this bill and support to form ‘Central Physiotherapy Council’ in par with Medical, Dental, AYUSH, Nursing, Pharmacy central councils.
                                                                        ******

Respected Sir/Madam,

          With the reference to the notification published on website (http://mohfw.nic.in/showfile.php?lid=3597 and http://mohfw.gov.in/showfile.php?lid=3596 ) that released on 01/10/2015 seeking valuable comments from the public, I hereby, forwarding our comments/Feedback on “The Allied and Healthcare Professional’s Central Council Bill, 2015” that “not to include Physiotherapy under this bill and support to form ‘Central Physiotherapy Council’ in par with Medical, Dental, AYUSH, Nursing, Pharmacy central councils.
          I am happy and proud that Department of Health & Family Welfare will be forming “The Allied and Healthcare Professional’s Central Council Bill, 2015” to provide for regulation and maintenance of the standards of education and practice of Allied and Healthcare Professionals through the constitution of Central and corresponding State Councils of the Allied and Healthcare Professionals and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
I bring to your kind notice that Physiotherapy Profession is added under Health care profession in Schedule I of this “The Allied and Healthcare Professional’s Central Council Bill, 2015” this could be an inadvertent error crept in, I hope that you know the history and the present trend of Physiotherapy as an Independent fraternity.  
There are more than 60,000 Physiotherapist practicing in India and more than 200 Institutions providing Education in Physiotherapy in India. For the betterment of Physiotherapy Education, Standardization of the profession and to meet the standards abroad, I request you to exclude Physiotherapy from this bill and recommend for a Central Physiotherapy Council of India, which has been pending from quite a long time, by which Physiotherapy in India will be on par with other Physiotherapy standards worldwide. For your kind reference I have enclosed the supporting information on history and the present trend of physiotherapy as an Independent fraternity (Annexure-1).
Central Physiotherapy Council is necessary to enhance and promote the standards of education in this field so also to facilitate the adequate growth of required persons to serve mankind, manage and render services to public and its steaming population in the rural areas.

Finally, I would like to suggest that “Not to add Physiotherapy under ‘the Allied and Healthcare Professional’s Central Council Bill, 2015’ and recommended for Central Physiotherapy Council in par with Medical, Dental, AYUSH, Nursing, and Pharmacy central councils.”
Hoping that your esteem self will view my request into consideration and do the needful in this regard.

The council would create better rehabilitation and health care delivery services for the people of India. Kindly do the needful and oblige.

 I will be waiting for your acknowledgement for our suggestion.  
Thanking you,

                                                                                               Your’s sincerely


ANNEXURE-1
ABOUT HISTORY AND THE PRESENT TREND OF PHYSIOTHERAPY AS AN INDEPENDENT FRATERNITY

Physiotherapy profession and Education is developed from Diploma to doctorate programs in various Universities in India recognized by University Grant Commission.

Physiotherapists are qualified and professionally required to: 

· Undertake a comprehensive examination/assessment/evaluation of the patient/client or needs of a client group. 

· Formulate a diagnosis, prognosis, and plan. 

· Provide consultation within their expertise and determine when patients/clients need to be referred to another healthcare professional. 

· Implement a Physiotherapist intervention/treatment programme. 

· Determine the outcomes of any interventions/treatments. 

· Make recommendations for self management. 

The Physiotherapist’s has extensive knowledge about body, its movement needs and has potential to determining strategies for diagnosis and intervention. The practice settings will vary according to whether the Physiotherapy is concerned with health promotion, prevention, treatment/intervention, habilitation or rehabilitation. 

Physiotherapy in India

At present the Physiotherapy education, practice and services are regularized by state physiotherapy councils in two major states of country i.e. Delhi, Maharashtra. Gujarat State assembly already passed the Gujarat Physiotherapy council Bill 2010. I would like to bring to your kind notice that “The Delhi State Council for Physiotherapy & Occupational Therapy” (NO.F.-17 (75)/ 99—MED/ DHS), Maharashtra State Council for Occupational & Physiotherapy” (II OF 2004), Tamilnadu State Council for Physiotherapy” (G.O. (MS) NO.338 TN) already awarded independent status to physiotherapy profession.


Delhi Council for Physiotherapy & Occupational Therapy Act 1997 : defines “Physiotherapy means physiotherapeutic system of medicine which includes examination, treatment, advice and instructions to any persons preparatory to or for the purpose of or in connection with movement dysfunction, bodily malfunction, physical disorder, disability, healing and pain from trauma and disease, physical and mental conditions using physical agents including exercise, mobilization, manipulation, mechanical and electrotherapy, activity and devices or diagnosis, treatment and prevention.”  (Reference: http://delhiassembly.nic.in/aspfile/billspassed/141997.htm )

Maharashtra State Occupational therapy & Physiotherapy Council, Mumbai (MH ACT II of 2001): "Physiotherapy means a branch of modern medical science which includes examination, assessment, interpretation, physical diagnosis, planning and execution of treatment and advice to any person for the purpose of preventing, correcting, alleviating and limiting dysfunction, acute and chronic bodily malfunction including life saving measures via chest physiotherapy in the intensive care units, curing physical disorders or disability, promoting physical fitness, facilitating healing and pain relief and treatment of physical and psychosomatic disorders through modulating physiological and physical response using physical agents, activities and devices including exercise, mobilization, manipulations, therapeutic ultrasound, electrical and thermal agents and electrotherapy for diagnosis , treatment and prevention.” (Reference: http://www.msotptcouncil.com/OTPTActs.aspx)

Already the Bill for the Establishment of Central Physiotherapy Council of India is under process in Rajaya Sabha that remains status quo. (Reference: 1. Standing Committee Report Summary: The Paramedical and Physiotherapy Central Councils Bill, 2007 dated January 15th 2009. Reference:2. Legislative Brief: The Paramedical and Physiotherapy Central Councils Bill, 2007, dated June 27th 2008. http://www.prsindia.org)

According to the report, Paramedical and Physiotherapy Council Bill tabled in Lok Sabha in 2008, prepared by parliamentary committee after taking into consideration all the available facts and inputs, committee came to a conclusion that Physiotherapy education over the years has made significant advancements and has evolved as a distinct profession. This is strengthened by the considered opinion of ministry of law that physiotherapy profession should not be equated with the paramedical profession.

Adequate recognition should be granted to physiotherapy through legislation and for ensuring adequate access to physiotherapy services in the country, physiotherapist be allowed to open independent service centres. Committee also argued that both Naturotherapy and Yoga are granted equal status along with Ayurveda under AYUSH. Thus, Physiotherapy also deserves to be granted as independent status as committee’s attention was drawn to the parallel position of Naturopathy and Yoga when compared with Physiotherapy. (Refer :Thirty-first report of paramedical and Physiotherapy central council Bill-2007)

Therefore, Physiotherapy is not a Paramedical or Paraclinical profession/ practice/ Establishment; it’s an independent health profession.

Physiotherapy at International

The World Health Organization (WHO) has classified physiotherapists as an independent health professional i.e. (ISCO CODE: 2264) on the International Standard Classification of Health Workers (ISCO’s) and paramedical professionals has classified in a separate entity (ISCO code 2240).  (Reference -WHO: http://www.who.int/hrh/statistics/Health_workers_classification.pdf )


The Physiotherapy profession is advanced in its health delivery systems. The WHO defined and awarded same status to physiotherapy Professionals as “Physiotherapists assess, plan and implement rehabilitative programs that improve or restore human motor functions, maximize movement ability, relieve pain syndromes, and treat or prevent physical challenges associated with injuries, diseases and other impairments. They apply a broad range of physical therapies and techniques such as movement, ultrasound, heating, laser and other techniques. They may develop and implement programmes for screening and prevention of common physical ailments and disorders.”
As per WHO, Physiotherapist is recognized as a Health Professional in the health care sectors (Reference: Classifying health workers: Mapping occupations to the international standard classification- ISCO 08 Code 2264. www.who.int/entity/hrh/statistics/Health_workers_ classification. pdf), with this opinion we request you to strongly consider our requisition for the upliftment of Physiotherapy and Physiotherapists in India.

According to ISCO’s : Physiotherapists and related associate professionals treat disorders of bones, muscles and parts of the circulatory or the nervous system by manipulative methods, and ultrasound, heating, laser or similar techniques, or apply physiotherapy and related therapies as part of the treatment for the physically disabled, mentally ill or unbalanced. There tasks include -
 (a) Advising communities and individuals on correct body postures, for work or otherwise, to avoid injuries and strain and to strengthen muscles;

(b) Conducting examinations to make diagnoses of disorders of bones, muscles and parts of the circulatory or the nervous system to determine proper treatment or refer to Medical doctors, if necessary;

(c) Treating disorders of bones, muscles and parts of the circulatory or the nervous system by manipulative methods, and the use of ultrasound, heating, laser or similar techniques;

(d) Massaging client or patient to improve circulation, sooth or stimulate nerves, facilitate elimination of waste matter, stretch contracted tendons and produce other therapeutic effects;

(e) Examining body deformities and disorders to determine and write specifications for artificial limbs or other appliances, helping to fit them and explaining their use;

(f) Applying physiotherapy and related techniques as part of the treatment of the mentally ill or unbalanced;

(g) Performing related tasks;

(h) Supervising other workers.  

(Reference WHO: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/isco/isco88/3226.htm )

World Confederation of Physical Therapy (WCPT) states that Physical therapists are qualified and professionally required to:

- undertake a comprehensive examination/assessment of the patient/client or needs of a client group

- evaluate the findings from the examination/assessment to make clinical judgments regarding patients/clients

- formulate a diagnosis, prognosis and plan

- provide consultation within their expertise and determine when patients/clients need to be referred to another healthcare professional

- implement a physical therapist intervention/treatment programme

- determine the outcomes of any interventions/treatments

- make recommendations for self-management.

(Reference: http://www.wcpt.org/what-is-physical-therapy)

                                                                                      ****

There are Central and State council for Medical, Dental, Nursing, AYUSH, Pharmacy to regulate the professionals, I kindly request you to recommend to form Central Physiotherapy Council par with the Medical, Dental, AYUSH, Nursing & Pharmacy Councils.

Hoping that your esteem self will view my request into consideration and do the needful in this regard.

The council would create better rehabilitation and health care delivery services for the people of India.
 
I will be waiting for your acknowledgement for our suggestion.  

Kindly do the needful and oblige.


Thanking you

                                                                                              Your’s sincerely
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